GENEVA

NEWCOMER. I'm British. And what I say is that war
is necessary to keep down the population.

BBDE. This man is a fool. War stimulates popula-
tion. The soldier may go to his death; but he leaves
behind him the pregnant woman who will replace
him. Women cannot resist the soldier: they despise
the coward. Death, the supreme danger, rouses life
to its supreme ecstasy of love. When has a warlike
race ever lacked children?

THE BETROTHED. Very romantic and all that, old
man; but this notion of man on the battlefield and

woman in the home wont wash nowadays. Home was
a safe place when Waterloo was fought; but today the
home is the bomber's favorite mark. The soldier is
safe in his trench while the woman is being blown to
smithereens by her baby's cot. Kill the women; and
where will your population be? Egad, you wont have
any population at all.
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